
 

 

 

 

How to find the meaning of abbreviations?  
 
If you are faced with an abbreviation for a law report or journal which you do not recognize, 
look in any of the following works (all of which are available in the Library): 
   

 

Call Number: REF K112 RAI 2008 
Index to legal citations and abbreviations 
by Raistrick, Donald – 2008. – Copies: 1 of 1 available 
 
Comment: “542 pages of abbreviations!” 

 

Call Number: REF KL40 OSB 2005 
Osborn’s concise law dictionary 
by Osborn, Percy George – 2005. – Copies: 4 of 4 available 
 
Comment: “List of abbreviations can be found on pp. 437.” 

 

Call Number: REF KF85 DIG 2012 
The Digest: cumulative supplement 2012 
2012. – Copies: 1 of 1 available 
 
Comment: “List of abbreviations can be found on pp. 11 of the 
Cumulative Supplement.” 
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Of course, there is the Cardiff Index to Legal Abbreviation available online at 

http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/ which allows searching by abbreviation to determine 

the full title of a publication or by law report/journal title to discover the correct 

abbreviation. This online index is very easy to use. 

More than one law report or journal may have the same abbreviation; look closely at the 

subject of the law report series or the jurisdiction to identify the most likely title. 
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