
 

 

 

 

                       

Using the English Reports1 

 
What are the English Reports?  

Before The Incorporated Council of Law Reporting 

(ICLR) began publishing the modern Law Reports series in 

1865, cases were reported privately by individuals. 

Collectively, these reports are known as the Nominate 

Reports. These have been reprinted into The English 

Reports, covering the period 1220-1865.  

 

How to Use the English Reports?  

To locate a case in the English Reports, use the index 

volumes to locate the case by name; the original citation 

will be listed along with the volume and page number of the 

English Reports in which the case has been reprinted. For 

example: 
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Howard v Conway (1844) 1 Coll 87 

 

- this case is listed in Index of Cases (A-K), Volume 

117 of the English Reports, page 828. 

- notice that the citation uses an abbreviation Coll 

which refers to an individual named Collyer, instead 

of the usual law report publications we are used to (All 

ER, WLR, etc.)  

- the index shows that this case can be found in 

Volume 63, page 333. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



- locate page 333 in Volume 63 of the English Reports 

to find the case.  

 
 

- alternatively, the English Reports are also available 

online via CommonLII, Westlaw UK and HeinOnline 

 

Feel free to ask assistance from your Library Staff on how 

to access these resources. 

 


